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Dear parents and carers

Thank you for all your support in settling the children back into school this week. It is wonderful to have the
school filled with children again and for us all to settle back into school routines

Gates and School Timings

Thank you for everyone's support helping to get their children to school on time. The Y3 gate on Tapton field
and the main top gate on Manchester Road will be open at 8.35am and closed at 8.50am. The school bell
goes at 8.45am, which is the start of school and lessons. We really want the children to start learning swiftly
in the morning. We will have the Shore Lane gate open for the morning clubs and Lexia learning, but this gate
will be shut by 8.35am, so please use the top gate after that. If you arrive later than 8.50am or need to come
to school during the school day please use the Shore Lane gate (press the buzzer) and go to the School Office.

Hometime Arrangements

To safeguard our children at the end of the school day, we ask for parents and carers to let us know of their
general home time arrangements.

For children in Y3, you should have already provided these details on their online data collection form.
For children in Y4, Y5 & Y6, please complete the form below as soon as possible (if you have not done so
already).

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8JxtcgicvRhYtN75mgtX1I8ZT -
wh2pBUuUaxalV7D0hkaDQ/viewform?usp=dialog

If you need to update your child’s general arrangements throughout the year, please let us know by email to
enquiries@lydgate-jun.sheffield.sch.uk.

Requests for Exceptional Leave

As | am sure you appreciate, regular school attendance is essential if pupils are to maximise their educational
opportunities. The Local Authority and Lydgate Junior School have a responsibility to provide the best
education possible but we can only do this if pupils attend regularly. Taking time out of school for holidays can
be disruptive; it can also be difficult for pupils to catch up on work missed.

The Headteacher may only consider giving permission for a pupil to be absent from school in term time in
‘exceptional circumstances’ and proof will be requested by the Headteacher.

If you need to take your child out of school during term-time, please contact the School Office at
enquires@lydgate-jun.sheffield.sch.uk. Requests for exceptional leave should be made at least 14 days in
advance. We understand this is not always possible, but please note we are unable to authorise absence
retrospectively.

Government guidance (August 2024) was updated regarding penalty notice fines for school attendance.
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Photo Permissions

For children in Y3, you should have already provided these details on the online data collection form. For Y4-
Y6 pupils we will also transfer photo permissions from last year, including whether your child has permission
for their photo to be posted on our social media. Please let us know by email if these permissions have
changed.

Y3 Pupils — Data Collections

As you will see from this letter, we need to hold information in school to help keep your child safe. For those
Y3 parents who have not already completed the online data collection form, please can you do so. Thank you.

Timetables

Teachers will ensure that you know which days are PE days and share the homework expectations for your
child's year group. We will also send an overview of the Curriculum learning.

Website

We have been updating our website and our plan will be to share childrens learning regularly on the website
too. Please allow time for us as a staff team to learn how to use the updated website.

www.lydgatejunior.co.uk

Facebook/VIP Tea

We have a school Facebook page where we share whole school events, Headteacher awards and the
celebratory VIP tea that the class superstars attend on a Friday. VIP tea is on a Friday and each class chooses
a Star of the Week. The children join Mrs Hurding or Mrs Noble for a drink and a chat about their learning. The
children receive a star pin badge and a VIP token that goes on their star picture that they have in the classroom.
Itis a joyful end to a busy week of learning in school.

Class Names
Our classname format has changed this year — here’s a reminder.

Y3 Grasshopper (Mrs Rougvie & Mrs L Smith), Diving Beetle (Mrs Stonewood), Mayfly (Miss Lee),
Pondskater (Ms Hayden & Miss Ahmed).

Y4  Bluebell (Mrs Purdom), Daisy (Mrs A Smith & Ms Ridsdale), Snowdrop (Mrs Phillips), Violet
(Mrs Hopkins)

Y5 Goldfinch (Mrs Dutton), Nuthatch (Mrs Holden) Robin (Mrs Drury), Wren (Ms Reasbeck & Mrs
Coles

Y6  Cherry (Mrs Shaw), Holly (Mr Bradshaw), Maple (Mrs Wymer), Oak (Mrs Watkinson & Mrs
Jones)

Key dates for Autumn

15.09.25 Photograph Day — All the pupils will be having their photographs taken. They will
bring a proof home on the day, to enable parents to order their prints.

18.09.25 Pop in Open Day - we have an open evening straight after school if you would like
to pop in and see your child's classroom and teacher. The children will be collected
as normal, then you are welcome to come back into school with your child to visit
their class. School will be open from 3.30pm to 4.15pm. We understand that these
times do not work for all working parents, however, you will also have the
opportunity to see the classrooms at the Autumn parents evening.
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26.9.25 Languages day - we will be celebrating the wonderful amount of different languages
our children speak at Lydgate Junior School.

6.11.25 and 11.11.25 | Parents’ evenings 3.30pm to 6.30pm - we have an electronic booking system and
we will send the information nearer the date.

14.11.25 Children in Need - more details to follow

Water Bottles
Please note that due to safety we can not have glass water bottles in school.

Nuts
Please do not allow children to bring any products containing nuts into school. This includes Nutella or cereal
bars that contain them. We have children with severe allergies that must avoid nuts.

Thank you for everyone's support
Mrs Rachel Hurding

Headteacher




